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CITY OF MEDICINE

NORTH CAROLINA

Meeting Date: April 2, 2013

CITY OF DURHAM | DURHAM COUNTY

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REPORT

O

DURHAM
COUNTY

Case COA1300023 Type Major Work
Project Name City Center New Construction and Renovations
Applicant DHM Design
Owner Durham City Center LLC
- Construction of a new structure incorporating renovated facades of
Description . . . -
the existing historic buildings.
0821-08-97-1480, 0821-12-97-
PIN(s) 2249, -2302, 2364, -3314 Acreage 0.838 Acres
. East side of North Corcoran Street hetween West Parrish Street and
Location .
West Main Street
Zoning Downtown Design - Core (DD-C)
Historic District Downtown Durham

A. Scope of Work Summary

The applicant proposes construction of a new structure incorporating the
renovation of five historic building facades. The new construction will include two
levels of below grade parking, ground level retail space, second level parking, third
level parking and office space, fourth and fifth level office space which will
incorporate the existing historic building facades and create a building podium that
encompasses the entire site. The sixth through twenty-sixth levels will be
residential space in a tower structure that is significantly set back from the
building podium below. The project square footage is approximately 424,000
square feet. The project will also include modifications to the streetscape along all
three street frontages for the project. Detailed information regarding the proposal
is included in the attached application materials.

. Site Characteristics

The site at 119 West Parrish is currently vacant temporary green space. This site
was home to the Geer Building until 2003 when it was demolished. This structure
was five stories and its design was modeled on a Florentine Palace. The buildings
at 113 West Parrish Street and 118-122 West Main Street are all two story
structures constructed in the first two decades of the twentieth century. The
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COA1300023, City Center New Construction and Renovation
Certificate of Appropriateness Report

Downtown Durham Historic District Preservation Plan indicates that these
structures are contributing to the historic character of the District, and lists them
as being in a variety of conditions from sound to deteriorated.

Plan Consistency

The Downtown Durham Historic District was designated by the City Council on
May 15, 1989 and the Downtown Durham Historic District Preservation Plan was
adopted on the same date. The Plan provides guidance on the types of exterior
building and site modifications that are appropriate to the character of the Historic
District. The review criteria relevant to this case include guidelines from Local
Review Criteria in the Plan and from the Secretary of the Interior Standards for
Rehabilitation.

1. Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation
a. Distinguishing Qualities

The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure,
or site and its environment should not be destroyed. The removal or
alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features
should be avoided when possible.

b. Distinctive Features/ Skilled Craftsmanship

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
" characterize a building, structure, or site, should be treated with
sensitivity.

¢. Deteriorated Architectural Features

Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than
replaced, wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the
new material should match the material being replaced in composition,
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement
of missing architectural features should be based on accurate
duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical, or
pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability
of different architecturai elements from other buildings or structures.

d. Surface Cleaning

The surface cleaning of structures should be undertaken with the
gentlest means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that
will damage the historic building materials should not be undertaken.
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